
Julie Kelly - Leader of Excellence in Teaching and Learning

Supporting your Child with 

Reading at Home



Aim of the Workshop:

- Why reading is important

- How we teach reading in school

- How you can support your child with reading at home

➢ Information

➢ Advice

➢ Discussion



What are your 
favorite 

childhood
reading 

memories?
● What books did you enjoy reading?

● Who was your favourite author?

● Who read with you?

● Where and when did you enjoy reading?

● How did it make you feel?



Why is learning to read so important?

Confidence Building
Builds Knowledge

Academic Foundation

Language and 

Vocabulary 

Development

Cognitive Skills

Improves Concentration

Imagination 

and Creativity

Positive 

Well-being

Escapism!

Empathy



The Five Components of Teaching Reading

Age 2-7

Matching 

sounds of 

spoken English 

with individual 

letters and 

groups of letters.

Decoding



Vocabulary

The greater a 

person’s knowledge 

of words and their 

meaning, the easier 

they will find it to 

understand texts.

Do not 

underestimate 

the power of 

words…



Fluency
Read aloud effortlessly and with 

expression.

Focus attention on the meaning 

of a text.

The importance of 

re-reading!
Less fluent readers must focus 

their attention and energy on 

decoding text. 



Paired Read - Year 3 (moderately fluent)

Confidence

Accuracy

Expression

Vocabulary

Content

Collaboration 

skills

http://drive.google.com/file/d/1jejS8E59r_rt4aws4LS43z77dx4QS7Ak/view


Comprehension - the purpose of reading!



The Development of Reading Scale

Learning to read…     

Reading to learn   

FS and Year 1 Year 2        Year 3        Year 4 Year 5 

and Year 6



By the end of Year 6 (independent reader)

Read fluently
● Accuracy

● Automaticity

● Prosody

● Presentation

Read for meaning
● Critical thinking 

● Ask questions

● Predict, infer, summarise

● Make connections

Vocabulary
● A rich vocabulary

● Synonyms

● Infer unfamiliar words

Discussion
● Actively contribute

● Share views

● Challenge respectfully

Independence
● Choose to read regularly for sustained periods

Empathy and Perspective
● Appreciation for diverse perspectives

Across a range of genres…



Supporting your child with reading at home



1. Be a Reading Role Model

How would your 

child/ren describe 

you as a reader?



1. Be a Reading Role Model

What small 

change could 

you make?

What other tips 

or ideas do you 

have for being a 

reading role 

model?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FzFaYZRjGC8

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FzFaYZRjGC8


2. Reading Routines

Too 

busy…

No time to 

read…



Why?
● stability and predictability
● feel secure
● bonding
● improved time management
● positive habits
● harmony and balance
● Help struggling readers

2. Reading Routines



2. Reading Routines

Power of Peers!



How?
1. Involve your child

1. Simple and 

achievable

1. Be specific

1. Make it visible

1. Support and praise

1. Consistent

2. Reading Routines



2. Reading Routines

How do you currently incorporate reading 

into your family's daily routine? 

When is the best time to read? 

What challenges have you faced?

Do you have any tips for how to make 

reading time enjoyable?



3. Reading To Your Child

Many children typically don't reach the stage of being able to read 
material that they could comprehend through listening until they are 
around 13 years old.



The best part about 
listening to 

the story is that I 
feel the feelings of 

the characters.

I enjoy listening to 
stories because when 
my teacher reads she 

adds humour, 
suspense, and 

changes her voice. It 
makes me feel like I’m 

in the book. 

I really like 
listening to stories 

as it kind of makes a 
mini-movie in my 

head and helps me 
to understand.

I like it because it builds 
suspense and it improves my 
writing and my imagination.

3. Reading To Your Child



3. Audio Books



4. Importance of Choice…

1. Spend 3 minutes browsing the book 

stations - with a partner.

1. Choose a book that interests you.

2. Look at the front cover and read the 

blurb.

3. Skim the pages.

4. Read excerpts that interest you. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iHdviZkM7S4

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iHdviZkM7S4


4. Importance of Choice…

Discuss:

Why did you choose this book?

I/We chose this book because…

What do you like best about this book?

I/We really like…

Who would you recommend it to?

I/We would recommend this book to…

Title page  / Author

Blurb

Fiction / Nonfiction

Characters / Setting

Information

Presentation















Library

Year 1: 1 book per week

Year 2: 2 books for 2 weeks

Years 3-6: 3 books

Parents: 15 books!

Reserve Books!

Home Language Books!



5. Talk about Books





https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zNqG-RlwrIM

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zNqG-RlwrIM


6. Make Reading a Pleasure

“Children who enjoy reading are 3 times more likely 
to read above the level expected for their age than 
children who do not enjoy reading.”



Additional Information



If you have any questions or concerns, please 

reach out to your child’s class teacher:

Email / before or after school / note

Teacher 

Tips
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