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‘Jolly Phonics’
A fun and child centered approach to 

teaching literacy through synthetic 

phonics



• It builds on the sound discrimination 
skills that have been developed in FS1 
(Phase 1 of the ‘Letters and Sounds’ 
document).



Letters and Sounds Document 

Linking Phase Two 

and Phase One



Jargon Buster!

• Grapheme –

The letter as it is written

• Phoneme – The sound that is produced

and can be heard.

Some phonemes (sounds) are made up of 

more than one grapheme (letters)



• Jolly Phonics is a systematic synthetic

phonics programme which teaches 42

sounds. It uses a kinesthetic approach to

help children make the link between these

phonemes and their graphemes – it is multi

sensory.

• Jolly Phonics dovetails very well with the

‘Letters and Sounds’ document we are

teaching.





Letter Groups in Jolly Phonics

Sets 1-7   

•s, a, t, i, p, n

• c k, e, h, r, m, d

• g, o, u, l, f, b

• ai, j, oa, ie, ee, or

• z, w, ng, v, oo, oo 

• y, x, ch, sh, th, th

• qu, ou, oi, ue, er, ar

articulation

Jolly Phonics Letter Sounds (British 

English) - YouTube

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-ksblMiliA8


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eCjJYB07aSU

Here is the link to the Jolly Phonic songs:



Remember 

to use the 

letter 

sound, not 

the letter 

name.





































Some sets are more tricky than 

others!
• ai, j, oa, ie, ee, or

• z, w, ng, v, oo, oo 

• y, x, ch, sh, th, th

• qu, ou, oi, ue, er, ar
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Oral Blending and Segmenting

• Jolly phonics provides children with the 

skills that they need to independently      

de-code words and blend them together 

when reading and writing.

Lets give it a try!.........



m a t 

read



p i n 



s o ck 

Write –

sound 

out



d o g 



t i n 

Read

Sound 

out -

blend



c a t 



p o t



c o t



p a n 



Two graphemes, only one 

phoneme

• Now let’s try using set 6 and 7 

sounds. Some of these sounds are 

made up of two letters. They still only 

produce one sound!



ai

p ai n



oo and oo

b ook moon



ng

h a ng
l o ng



air

hair



Thank you for listening!

Here is your “WOW”

star for super listening 

this morning!


